
Company news

When it comes to mak-
ing investment deci-
sions, growing num-

bers of big investors are start-
ing to consider the projects' 
impact on the communities 
and the environment. This 
includes the well-being of 
local citizens, environmen-
tal friendliness and the re-
gion's development projects 
in general.

As a responsible investor, 
Shchekinoazot adheres to the 
ESG criteria. Read on to learn 
more about ESG investing, 
how it works and how corpo-
rate responsibility  can affect 
the business.

Think big

ESG investing is about con-
sidering three main factors in 
the company's decision-mak-
ing process—Environmental, 
Social and Governance.

Shchekinoazot focuses on 
each of these aspects.

Industrial chemistry is cur-
rently one of the drivers of 
Tula  Region's economy, and 
Shchekinoazot plays a key role 
in the development of the re-
gion's chemical sector.

Throughout its new history, 
the company has been a pillar 
of social well-being and is one 
of the biggest taxpayers in the 
region.

Shchekinoazot demon-
strates stability and continu-
ous development. The compa-
ny has always thought about 
the future and realised that 
a "leading enterprise" implies 
much more than the num-
bers and current achieve-
ments. Shchekinoazot cares 
about a comfortable and well-
equipped environment for 
work and everyday life, the 
health and decent wages of 
employees, supporting them 
and their families and giving 
the staff and local communi-
ties a sense of security...

Being a big and high-tech 
business is good but it's not 
enough... You have to focus on 
the bigger picture and think 
big: reducing manufacturing 
waste, being environmentally 
friendly, training your employ-
ees and growing their compe-
tencies. It's important to help 
children and talented individ-
uals, support healthcare, edu-
cation, cultural and sports in-
stitutions, plant trees and take 
care of the environment.

Environmental 
friendliness

"We commission modern 
production facilities almost 
every year", says the compa-
ny management. "Due to our 

increasing production capaci-
ties and our goal to ensure the 
well-being of the region and 
the world, every year we in-
vest more and more funds into 
environmental programmes, 
conservation projects, ensur-
ing safe work practices and 
mitigating climate risks. Each 
of our projects is accessed in 
terms of its environmental im-
pact..."

The company has set clear 
and comprehensive short-term 
and midterm Environmental, 
Social and Governance goals, 
including participation in the 
Clean Energy programme 
which implies a complete re-
vision of power generation 
opportunities and reduction of 
carbon footprint.

Chemical innovations are 
set to become the key to the 
required environmental and 
manufacturing solutions.

In addition to specific prac-
tical steps in that direction, the 
company also strives to change 
the employees' way of thinking 
and integrates environmental 
approach into all areas of life. 
Environmental thinking is 
one of Shchekinoazot's main 
requirements in terms of staff 
competencies.

A range of activities aimed 
at the development of Yasnaya 
Polyana  and Shchyokinsky 
District (Tula Region) are car-
ried out as part of the Yasnaya 
Polyana Agreement.

This year, the Yasnaya Poly-
ana museum celebrates the 
100th anniversary of its es-
tablishment. For a quarter of 
that period, Shchekinoazot 
chemists have been effectively 
cooperating with the museum 
on the development of human-
itarian programmes and con-
servation of resources...

The company will allocate 
approximately 2.4 million ru-

bles to the restoration of the 
museum's historical wood-
en architecture to develop 
Yasnaya Polyana in 2021.

Preservation and recovery 
of Yasnaya Polyana's forest are 
definitely some of the main 
tasks of the Museum Estate 
and Shchekinoazot. Fire pre-
vention measures, reforesta-
tion, reconstruction of forest 
roads and other activities in 
the area are set to start this 
spring.

Clean Energy

Shchekinoazot has recently 
announced that the company 
starts implementing the Pro-
gramme to Reduce Carbon 
Footprint of Key Products Man-
ufacturing and continues to 
search for solutions to become 
a climate-neutral enterprise.

The purpose of the Europe-
an Commission's 2019 Green 
Deal is for Europe to transition 
to a circular economy by 2050. 
This implies eliminating waste 
and using clean and environ-
mentally friendly technologies.

By 2030—the Green Deal's 
first milestone—the EU is 

planning to reduce its green-
house gas emission by at least 
40% compared with 1990 levels.

The European Union is Rus-
sia's key partner in the inter-
national arena. Over 70% of 
Shchekinoazot's products are 
exported, including to Europe-
an countries.

Last autumn, Shchekinoazot 
specialists made an inventory of 
carbon dioxide emissions from 
the M-450 and M-450/A-135 
methanol production facilities. 
In November, an independent 
auditor KPMG JSC verified the 
data on Shchekinoazot's CO2 
emissions and an independent 
expert confirmed "the reliabil-
ity of data on greenhouse gas 
emissions from methanol pro-
duction facilities at Shcheki-
noazot".

The carbon intensity of 
Shchekinoazot's methanol 
production process has also 
been analysed in compari-
son to that of global industry 
leaders. The carbon intensity 
of Shchekinoazot's methanol 
is currently lower than that of 
its Russian counterparts and 
the majority of European en-
terprises.
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Shchekinoazot always takes part in improving 
and developing urban spaces and recreation ar-
eas. The company helps create new and revamp 
the existing public spaces for leisure activities and 
sports.

Lesnaya Polyana Park in Shchyokino, which was 
reconstructed in 2016, received a gift from Shchek-
inoazot: a sports ground for children. A wonderful 
park in Pervomaysky has also been given a new 
life. Shchekinoazot co-funds projects of the Peo-
ple's Budget programme, including those that have 
helped renovate the park in Pervomaysky and give 
it a proper beach area. This has turned the park into 
a great recreation spot for all seasons.

Platonovsky Park in another achievement. 
The park's drastic renovation has made it a pop-

ular location among Tula residents from all over 
the region who come here to visit. Platonovsky 
Park is part of an important large-scale envi-
ronmental project by Shchekinoazot aimed at 
developing natural and cultural sites in the Tula 
Region. The company has been reconstructing 
this green area since 2016; the project was ini-
tiated by the Governor of the Tula Region Alexey 
Dyumin.

Shchekinoazot helps develop the park's eco-
system. In 2020 alone, 45 different pine trees, 
around 50 junipers and several types of rare 
trees were planted here.

Long story short, Shchekinoazot has so many 
applications of the ESG approach it's hard to 
name them all. The message is clear: the compa-
ny builds the kind of future it wants to be a part 
of. And that's the main thing.

NOTA BENE

Nevertheless, the compa-
ny still has to significantly re-
duce the carbon intensity of 
methanol production, which 
is why it has explored different 
options of purchasing energy 
generated by renewable energy 
sources (wind and solar power 
plants).

In the future, Shchekinoazot 
will continue to implement the 
principles of clean energy by 
investing in the development 
of Russia's renewable energy. 
Using modern intelligent solu-
tions and technologies and 
transforming the company's 
production facilities allows 
Shchekinoazot to contribute 
to the global reduction of en-
vironmental impact.

New-generation 
wastewater 
equipment

Shchekinoazot is proud of 
its wastewater equipment. The 
company's wastewater treat-
ment system which uses a 
membrane bioreactor ensures 
that many of the effluent's 
quality indicators are way be-
low the required minimum 
for discharging the water into 
fishery water bodies.

The latest developments in 
science and technology have 
made it possible for Shcheki-
noazot to install industrial and 
storm wastewater treatment 
equipment with a capacity of 
24,120 cubic metres per day in 
an area of   just 2 hectares. The 
company's energy-efficient 
equipment is capable of treat-
ing 1 cubic metre of wastewa-
ter using under 0.7 kW*h of 
electricity.

The wastewater equipment 
meets environmental safety 
and energy conservation re-
quirements of the best existing 
technologies. This also con-
tributes to reducing negative 
impact on the environment, 
protecting human health and 
ensuring environmental safety.
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